2 .^6 Some Observations on Orthography 

Smalley (1954a) has given a concise account of the 

9 
history of the various orthographies used for Sre . The 

system presently In use was adopted only recently. It is 

not phonemic, in the sense of one symbol corresponding to 

one sound, but it is reasonably unambiguous. Since the 

textbook preparation program of the Highlander Education 

Project (described In Chapter 1) will very likely result, 

eventually, In much material in Sre, it will be useful and 

important to know something about th,e orthography that will 

be used and to see how it matches up with the phonemlcization 

used in this study. 

Many of the symbols used are identical. Below are 

listed the segments that are represented identically in this 

phonemlcization and in the SIL orthography. The problem 



11. Rule Ail is applicable (e.g., ton+ l I k becomes 
te I I k 'cause to come out'). 

2 .J'. 3 1 Othe r Combinations 

The rules presented above specify the constraints on 
the production of Sre morphemes and complex words. One 
additional constraint needs to be mentioned which applies 
to connected discourse: 

12. Whenever there is a sequence of glottal stop fol- 
lowed by another consonant, glottal stop is deleted, e.g., 
/d^? me/ 'river' is realized phonetically as [d^ me]. 
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listed the segments that are represented identically in this 

phonemicization and in the SIL orthography. The problem 



areas will be discussed separately: 

Phoneme SIL Orthography 

hi P 

l\l t 

/c/ c 

/k/ k 

/ph/ ph 

/th/ th 

/ch/ ch 

/kh/ kh 

/b/ b 

/d/ d 

/J/ j 

/g/ g 

/b/ b 

/d/ d 

/s/ s 

/r/ r 

/I/ 1 

/h/ h 

/m/ m 

/n/ n 

/mh/ mh 

/nh/ nh 

/I/ i 

/u/ u 

/a/ a 

/V/ V 

Problem areas are discussed below: 
1 . Vowels 

The difference here Is mainly one of symbols: the SIL 
orthography attempts to match the vowel sound .of Sre (and 
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of other Montagnard languages In Vietnam, as well) to the 
closest Vietnamese equivalent, and to use the appropriate 
Vietnamese symbol wherever possible, e.g., 

/e/ 6 

/e/ e 

/o/ 6 

/o/ o 

/ui/ u* 

/e/ o* 

For the vowel /a/, which does not exist In Vietnamese, they 
use an "o" underlined (o) . 
2. Parasitic Vowels 

It will be recalled that the obligatory vowel In pre- 
syllables Is always the obscure /e/. Since, when It func- 
tions as the vocalic element of a pre-syllable , It Is never 
subject to distinctions of accent, length, or tone. It Is 
somehow different from the rest of the vocalic system and 
may be considered parasitic in nature. Normally, /a/ (or 
orthographic o") is used to indicate this vowel. For some 
obscure reason, however, it is not used consistently. Proper 
names generally all begin with k, followed by the parasitic 
vowel £, followed by the name. It is customary, though, not 
to write the a but to replace it with an apostrophe, so that 
names come out looking like: K'Ba, K'Moi, K'Re.^'^ This 
presents no real problem, though, since the reader can think 
of the apostrophe as a kind of allograph of £ used in proper 
names. Certain other forms, on the other hand-, are spelled 
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without 9^ for no apparent reason. Two very common examples 
are: 

Phonemic Orthographic English Gloss 

/repu/ rpu water buffalo 

/rehyar)/ rhlang (one) hundred 

A rule of thumb that the reader can follow is : wherever a 

form begins with a cluster not permitted by the phonotactic 

rules, insert the parasitic vowel. 

3. Vowel Length 

The symbol V is used to indicate non-long vowels only 
when they are followed by a final glottal stop (glottal stop 
itself not being indicated in this orthography); otherwise, 
as in the phonemicization used here, non-long vowels are not 
orthographically marked. 

4 . Glottal Stop 

This study agrees with Smalley in giving phonemic repre- 
sentation to glottal stop. The Sre orthography, however, 
handles it in the following way: morphemes beginning (orthog- 
raphically) with vowels are assumed to begin, phonetically, 
with glottal stops. The difference between /y-/ and /?y-7 
is handled by writing the former i:i,*e.g., yang 'God', and 
the latter ±^, e.g., iang [?yaf]] 'cozy'; the analogous dif- 
ference between /w-/ and /?w-/ is handled by writing the 
former w- and the latter u^. As the single-consonant post- 
vocalic final, the vowel plus appropriate length mark is 
understood to mean "plus final glottal stop," as in 



when it Is the second member of a two-segment cluster 

beginning with /?/; uan /?wan/ 'to feel resentment' 

when it is the second member of a two-segment cluster 

beginning with /h/; hwl /hwl?/ 'to forget' 

when it is the second member of a two-segment cluster 

beginning with a. consonant other than /h/; moat /mwat/ 

'to be sad' 

when it is the third member of a three-segment cluster; 

broa /brwa?/ 'work* 

Representation of /y/: 
prevocalically in initial position; yang /y^o/ 'God' 
postvocalically , in final position; ngai /Qay/ 'day' 
when it is the second member of a two-segment cluster 
beginning with /?/; iar /?yar/ 'chicken' 
elsewhere, as non-initial segments of consonant clusters. 



